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2-5-0 
WHAT TO KNOW

By Aaron Wales
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2026 Cents and Nickels

Cent

While 2025 was the last year for the 

circulating cent, you can still obtain the 
coin through the uncirculated, proof, 
and silver proof sets. The coin is 

virtually the same, with the only 
difference being the date, which reads 
“1776 – 2026.”

Nickel

On the other hand, the nickel is still 

circulating and can be found in your 
pocket change. The design has 
remained unchanged, with the only 

difference, like the cent, being the date 
which reads “1776– 2026.” 
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2026 Emerging Liberty Dime

■ Obverse – Shows a determined Liberty. Her cap bears stars and stripes, which is a 
symbol of our growing nation after the Revolutionary War and a reference to early 

U.S. coinage

■ Reverse - Depicts an eagle carrying arrows, a reference to the Revolutionary War

■ This design, as a whole, is focused on the early days of America and the struggles 
the nation had to face. 
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1st Quarter Design: The Mayflower Compact
■ This coin honors the agreement that made the 

Plymouth colony a mutual enterprise related to local 

governance and the impact it had on American 
history. 

■ Obverse – Depicts a man and a woman dressed in 
traditional pilgrim clothing admiring the New World. 

■ Reverse – Shows the Mayflower during its voyage to 

the New World. 

■ The pilgrims set out on their journey to the new world 
to seek religious freedom. Their story has been 
passed down for generations with the celebration of 

Thanksgiving, but one of the most important parts of 
their story was the Mayflower Compact.

■ This established a self – governing civil body and is 
considered to be the predecessor to the Declaration 

of Independence and the Constitution. 
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2nd Quarter Design: Revolutionary War

■ This coin honors the Revolutionary War and how it shaped the nation we are today.

■ Obverse – Shows the bust of George Washington, arguably the most influential figure for 
America in the Revolutionary War. 

■ Reverse – Shows a Continental Army soldier at Valley Forge, Pennsylvania. This was 

where Washington set up camp for the winter of 1777, which was considered to be the 
harshest winter in the history of America. 

■ The revolutionary war lasted from 1775 – 1781 and saw the Americans in the 13 
colonies gain their independence from Great Britain. Without the efforts of the colonists, 

America would not be what it is today. 
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3rd Quarter Design: The Declaration of 
Independence

■ This quarter honors the Declaration of Independence, which was a document sent 
to the British that declared we as a nation were free from British control.

■ Obverse – Displays a side profile of Thomas Jefferson, who is considered to be the 

father of the Declaration of Independence. 

■ Reverse – Depicts the Liberty Bell ringing. The legend states that the bell was rung 
on July 4, 1776 to alert the people of the signing, but the legend has been 
disproven. 

■ This document shaped the future of our country and majorly influenced future legal 

documents. 
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4th Quarter Design: The Constitution

■ This quarter commemorates the 
Constitution and its influence on America’s 

government.

■ Obverse – Depicts a bust of James 
Madison, the father of the Constitution. 

■ Reverse – Shows Independence Hall, 
located in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, with 

the words “We the People” featured 
prominently. 

■ The Constitution not only created the three 
branches of our government, it also 

includes the Bill of Rights which outlines 
the freedoms guaranteed to the American 
people. 
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5th Quarter Design: The Gettysburg 
Address

■ This coin honors the speech given by Abraham Lincoln after the Battle of Gettysburg, 
one of the deadliest battles of the Civil War.

■ Obverse – Depicts a never before seen design of Abraham Lincoln, the President 

during the Civil War.

■ Reverse – Depicts two hands clasped with the quote “A new nation conceived in 
liberty”, which is from the address. The hands clasped represents the end of the 
Civil War and the freedom of the slaves, showing America united. 

■ The Gettysburg Address reminded the American population the goal of our 

forefathers and inspired hope for the North to win the war. 
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2026 Enduring Liberty Half Dollar

■ Obverse -  Displays the Statue of Liberty looking outward, symbolizing looking 
towards the future. 

■ Reverse – Shows Liberty passing on her torch, symbolizing the new generation. 

■ This coin represents America’s future and how it will be shaped by future 

generations. 

■ The Half Dollars are being produced and shipped, but are not circulating.  You can 
order a 2 roll set (P,D) or a 200 coin bag (P,D) from the US Mint.  However, they are 
currently on backorder.



2
5

0
t

h
2

5
0

t
h

2
5

0
t

h
2

5
0

t
h

2
5

0
t

h

2026 Best of Mint Overview

■ For the 250th anniversary, the mint decided to commemorate some of the greatest and 
most famous coins in American history by creating the Best of Mint series. The mint 

made a list of 21 historic U.S. coins, but ultimately lowered the total to five coins: 

– 1916 Mercury Dime

– 1916 Standing Liberty Quarter

– 1916 Walking Liberty Half Dollar

– 1804 Silver Dollar

– 1907 Saint – Gaudens High Relief $20 Gold Coin

■ The abundance of 1916 coinage being commemorated is due to the significant shift in 
coin designs during this time. America wanted to modernize their coinage during WW1, 

since the previous designs, created by US Mint Chief Engraver Charles E. Barber, was 
the same for the dime, quarter, and half dollar and left much to be desired. 

■ Each set comes with a 24 – karat gold coin of the commemorated design along with a 
silver medal whose design is based on the old coins. 
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Best of Mint: Mercury Dime

■ Significance – Considered to be one of the most intricate designs on a 

U.S. coin and was also very popular during its time. 

■ Gold coin – Uses the exact design as the original, but now includes a 

liberty bell with 250 on it and the ”W” mint mark. These markings are 

also on the other Best of Mint gold coins. 

■ Silver Medal – Represents the years that the dime was in circulation, 

1916– 1945. During this time America experienced the Great 

Depression and two wars. The Depression is represented by the 

Hooverville shacks on the reverse and the two wars are represented by 

Liberty in defensive and offensive positions. 

■ When the Mercury dime was in circulation, it received the name Mercury 

dime because people confused its winged cap figure with the winged 

Roman god Mercury, and Liberty’s design on the silver medal shares the 

same winged cap which was meant to symbolize freedom of thought. 

■ The set’s current price is $775. It has been released but is currently on 

backorder. 
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Best of Mint: Standing Liberty Quarter

■ Significance – Known as one of the 

most intricate designs in American 

Coinage. Furthermore, this coin has 

some controversy associated with it, 

as the original design included a bare 

breast. 

■ Silver Medal – Obverse shows Liberty 

with a shield and an olive branch, 

which she is offering to an eagle in the 

distance. The shield has 50 rivets for 

the 50 states and 13 stripes for the 

13 colonies. Reverse shows the eagle 

carrying the olive branch away. 

■ The set’s current price is $1,540. It 

was recently released on July 10th. 
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Best of Mint: Walking Liberty Half Dollar

■ Significance – One of the the most celebrated designs in American Numismatics. 
Represents hope, progress, and a new era of prosperity after World War 1. 

■ Silver Medal – Obverse shows a Liberty who feels very similar to Mother Nature and 

is holding wheat. She also shares the same pose as Liberty on the half dollar. She is 
sending off the eagle we see in the reverse. Both sides show the sunrise in the 
background. 
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Best of Mint: 1804 Silver Dollar

■ This is the only coin featured that is not famous for 
its design, but it still earns its place in the spotlight. 

■ There were no silver dollars minted in 1804. The 

mint halted production due to people bringing 
silver dollars to the Caribbean and melting them 
for a profit. The 1804 silver dollars were actually 

minted in 1834 and were used as gifts in complete 
type sets. The reason the 1804 silver dollar was 
added was that mint officials believed that 1804 

was the last year they made the silver dollar. Only 
15 are believed to exist. 

■ Silver Medal – Shows a design of Liberty that is a 
reference to the original flowing hair design. 

Reverse shows an eagle carrying Earth with a 
sunrise in the back, symbolizing America carrying 
Earth to a brighter future. 
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Best of Mint: 1907 Saint – Gauden’s 
High Relief $20 Gold Coin

■ Significance – While the coin is expensive, being around $15,000 dollars, it also 
represents a shift to 3D designs for U.S. coinage. This coin is considered to be the 

most beautiful coin design in all of American Numismatics. 

■ Silver Medal – Recreation of the original coin with a couple differences. Obverse – 
face is close up with lots of emphasis on the torch. Reverse – the wings now feature 
the American flag. 
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Non-250 Additions

■ Native American Dollar – Polly Cooper

■ Polly Cooper was a part of the group of 
50 Oneida who traveled 250 miles to 

provide food for Washington’s army at 
Valley Forge. She taught the people 
how to prepare the food she brought 

and even helped care for sick soldiers. 

■ 4 New Innovation Dollars

■ Iowa - Dr. Norman Borlaug. He developed 
resilient crops capable of feeding the 

global population

■ Wisconsin – The Cray-1, the first 
commercially successful supercomputer

■ California – Steve Jobs, the co-founder of 
Apple

■ Minnesota- Mobile Refrigeration
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Conclusion

■ As the year continues, the U.S. mint will continue to announce more 
coins and medals celebrating America’s 250th birthday. 

■ While researching for this presentation, the mint announced that for 

July 4th, they were releasing a special version of the Declaration of 
Independence quarter with a “July 4th” privy mark on the obverse. The 
mintage of this special edition is limited to only 250,000.

■ All in all, the amount of new designs and the variety of coins minted 

this year not only benefits current collectors but will hopefully inspire 
new ones. 
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